
Comfolt h Readtng.nd Holding RefereD.€ Books

On a closer inspection do \\e eet wcll acctuainred vith thar
in which \€ are inlcrcsled, but ho$ disinclined are we to go
afrer inlbrmation $,hich most usuall).is stored up in iarge rol-
umes; tof .Iter nightfall most of us feel too Iuxuriously lnclolcnt
to hold up a book of referencc, much less t!ke notes thcfcitum.
There is truly some €fiort in the use of dictionaries and enct clo-
pe.iias on account of their unusual siz€ and \righr, :1rld vhat-
evd faciLities frequent inspeclbn of them ancL a .cgular habir
of reading varied literature, \'hile occupying a conriortable
chair at a resrful angle, \i11, I am surc, impcl our crrfrsmen
fricnds to preprre plans for the mal.ine of a readjng table air(..
the suggesl ion sho\ ln in Figs.  r t ,  an. l  r t : r .  i  am a i i r t ie in
cl ined to th ink that  the main par|s of  some ol  these tat les \h ich
are sold are built enti.€ly too ljgh., lor while rhey a.e intcnJc.l
to draw easil), to\i ar.l l.ou and adjusr ro the dtstance and anglo
of ones vis!)n,  ve.  they should ha\e at  leasr Lhe lour posts
srrong enough that thet \\'ould nor break or fefr companJ \ ith

Care lhen should be gi\'€n to the loincr ! !o
struclion llrm, bur as light and gracelLrl as consisLenr, an.l
iL may be that some of our readers may desire ro Fut in
turnrd posts jnstea.l of those indicate.l. Nlorilsing rhc long
rails into rhe posts, ancl using do\els for sccurins the enLl raiis
inLo the posts $i l i  lock one into Lhc othcr:rncl  a lso sarc the
sr.cngrh of ahe posrs.
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Personal r€quirements should be consiclered as to not only
the lixed heighr, bur the extr€me widLh insi.le betvecn posts.

i rc. rtz Fr;. 153
l'Ic. 152, 153 dd 164. Xlevatiore and Details oI a Reldihs Tlble.

Somc parricularly restful armchair or rocker would delermine
this. 'l'h€ NiJth should be sullicient to allow of the table being
drawn readily oler the arms, rihich frequently are more than

lo in. over all, in a Mofris chair for instance.
It \\'ill be seen that the three parls of the table r-est upon the

framing of the rails to the posts, the t\!o outside portions of
the top being securely held thereto by scre$,s counrerbored
through rails, whjle elued cornef blocks may give thc framing

Th€ ccnLef of the table is a frame filled s ith a larger lixed
prnel sho\\ n at A in Fis. rt4, ancl the smaller, shonn 8t Il is
loose and ss'i|els on s.eel pins fropefly loc8ted so lhat it may
be sNung up at right ansles when nccJcd to fast thc book uton.
'lhe firting and a(ljusting of this sNing piece is done in connec-
lion with fitting LlP the framc, and rhcn rcaly to sluo ut, the
sLeel pins are inserted \!ilh a very thin washef beL\\reen to insure

"*9.
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free action. 'l h€ larger panel is also set in, hcing fastened
permanently wirh elue, and the entire framc glued together
and heLd in clamps unlil dr,v. By th€ exercise of a litrle care
the swing book suppor! I may be so fitred that onl! a lery
slight crack *ill show on the surface of the tahle;for detail of
this see Fie. rt{, A and B. By experimenting ,\ou N'lL find
that the edges ol movable and 6xed purrs will havc to be treated
from underncath as indicated in th.  scct ion shosn. Alter
framed up panel has been fully complclcd it is 6ttcd in betseen
the t\.o tops, trimming just suficiently to :r\oid binding.
'l hen l@ate and mark plsces [o. t\o hinges on one side and
sft€r thesc havc been litted to allow all tops to be lltrsh, pro-
cee.l to arrang€ for a swinging adjustable supporl. This is
sholin in the drawing, but many other idcas ma! Lre sugg€sted
while ].ou proceed $ith the work. The sche'ning anJ creation
of simple devices is a gr€at part in thc pleasufe nr mrking furni.
ture. It may be thal a small dra\\'€r or comparrnrenl \oulcl
be desirable, suffici€nt to hold pencils and note paper, and
the supporting d€vice would have to be such as to not interlcre
-rhink it oui. -l-hat is one oa the privileses and thc jors of a
craftsman, to sch€m€ and create simple delices tha! adcl to the
utilit]' or aid in rhe economy of sp|rce. Recently the \rit€r
dealt vith an armchair designed for the privat€ car ol lr presi-
denr of a large railway. His d$ire $as to have a tablet clra*er
for pape. under the seati and jn the roll arm, his nrechanic had
secretedabrass tub€ to contain pencils, one tubc \ofking $ithin
another and controlled by a secret spring. l hat chair, person-
ally, was gratifying and he alwals knew wher€ to find his srit-
ing mat€rial.


